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The Adventure: 

Have you ever looked up from a city street and found you 
couldn’t see the stars? Why not reconnect with the night sky? It’s 
been a source of cultural and scientific inspiration to people all 
over the world for all of human history!

Visit a place that’s suitably dark for stargazing and learn about the 
night sky. Help one another to recognize constellations.

You can even make up your own constellations, and the legends to 
go with them. Can you help others to see what you see in the  
night sky? 
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It starts with Scouts.

It starts with Scouts.

Plan:
•	 When and where are you going to do some 

stargazing? Consider the weather forecast and 
the “seeing forecast”—a projection of the overall 
visibility for stargazing.

•	 What equipment do you need to help identify 
objects in the night sky? What else could make this 
a fun and comfortable experience?

•	 What do the members of your Patrol already know 
about astronomy? How can you learn more?

•	 Study star charts in advance of the activity. Learn 
to coordinate them for your time and place, and to 
properly orient them.

Do:
•	 Get out at night and learn to read the night sky. 

Review: 
•	 What do you know now that you did not  

know before?
•	 How were the conditions on the evening you  

went out?
•	 How did your group get along? Did you help one 

another to identify what you were looking at?
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Online Resources: 
•	 Getting started in astronomy 
•	 Top 20 Astronomy Tips 
•	 Seeing Forecast 
•	 How to Start Right in  

Backyard Astronomy 
•	 Skyview 
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Safety note:
What is the best kind of personal 
lighting to safely move around in the 
dark environment? 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r3w6kKkang8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPoh76f60kA
http://weather.gc.ca/astro/seeing_e.html
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/astronomy-equipment/how-to-start-right-in-astronomy/
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https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/skyview-free-explore-universe/id413936865?mt=8
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